
Dear Jade Circle Member,

“If you think in terms of a year, plant a seed. If in terms of ten years, plant trees. If in terms of 
100 years, teach the people.”  - Confucius

As a member of CASL’s prestigious Jade Circle, you are thinking of the future of our neighbors 
and of our neighborhood. Your committed care and support have made it possible for CASL 
to teach the people how to achieve their dreams. Truly, we would not have the success that we 
enjoy today without you. You make it possible for CASL to be the place to help immigrants and 
their families thrive in their new country.  

CASL is preparing to celebrate 40 Years of devoted service in Chicago’s Chinatown 
neighborhood. We are honored to hold this position of trust, and together we will continue to 
grow and meet the changing needs of our clients.  

As the new CEO of CASL, I am humbled by the great works done, and I look forward to many 
more years of teaching the people. On behalf of our staff, our Board of Directors, and the 
thousands of clients served every year, I thank you for your commitment and passion for serving 
our community. 

   
     In gratitude,

     Paul Luu
     CASL Chief Executive Officer
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A Lifetime of Giving

Members of CASL’s board and leadership present Art Wong with the Lifetime Achievement Award at the gala.

From Left, standing: James Mark Jr., Bernie Wong (unrelated), Melissa Aagesen, David Wong, Heidi Chan, C.W. Chan, Esther Wong (unrelated)
From Left, kneeling and seated: Paul Luu, Arthur Wong, Ernest Wong (unrelated)

CASL’s Lifetime Achievement Award was presented to Arthur 
Wong at the 40th Anniversary Kickoff Gala on May 10th.

As Art came to the gala stage, a crowd of nearly 500 
applauding guests rose to their feet to thank Art and his late 
wife, Elaine, for all they have done—30 years of dedicated 
and loving service to the men, women and children of CASL. 
Art and Elaine have been supporters, volunteers, and board members, and they have 
been vital to making CASL into the organization it is today—one that serves more than 
10,000 individuals annually. 

Art grew up in Chicago’s Chinatown and never forgot his roots. As a successful 
businessman, Art’s entrepreneurial and managerial skills helped him lead CASL as a 
board member and also the Chair of the Board of Directors.  

Elaine, born in Hawaii, graduated with a Doctorate in Child Psychology from the 
Women’s Medical College of Pennsylvania, which is now part of Drexel University 
College of Medicine. She helped create CASL’s Children’s Development Center, and 
was an avid volunteer.

Art and Elaine were true pioneers and a dynamic team. Married for 51 years, they 
have two children and three grandchildren. Art integrated the Chicago Yacht Club, and 
Elaine studied medicine at a time when very few women became doctors. The couple 
was an inspiration to everyone they met.

Art and Elaine’s contribution to CASL family and the Chinatown community cannot be 
measured on any one ledger. CASL’s success is Art and Elaine’s success. Their decades 
of visionary leadership and positive inspiration have changed the lives of hundreds of 
thousands of people who may never know Art and Elaine Wong’s name, but who surely 
feel the impact of a lifetime of support for CASL and the community.



Jade is a precious gemstone and a symbol of the highest wealth...  

The Jade Circle is CASL’s way of thanking and recognizing our most loyal and impactful 
supporters and volunteers. Membership in the Jade Circle is reserved for individuals who have 
demonstrated many years of generous support, served on one of our boards, or have been an 
inspiration to the CASL community.  Please know that you are one of the reasons we are able 
to serve more than 10,000 individuals every year, and at the highest level of quality.

March 7th was our inaugural Jade Circle gathering here at CASL. If you were not able to 
attend, please look forward to more invitations in the future!

Many donors proudly support CASL year after year, but wish they could make a life- 
changing impact on CASL with no or little cost today. The best method for doing that is 
through a planned gift—a gift from your estate, will or trust. Giving from your estate plan   
has several benefits, including:

You have the satisfaction of creating your legacy by giving a planned gift that can help ensure the 
future health of CASL.

Often times it is not possible to give a large gift outright. Planned gifts offer you the opportunity to 
support CASL in a meaningful way—with no current donations.

Planned gifts offer substantial tax savings to donors, especially on appreciated properties and 
securities. A planned gift can reduce income tax and avoid capital gains tax. 

Probate is an expensive and arduous process; giving a planned gift allows part of your estate to 
avoid the probate process.

To make a planned gift, you can name CASL in your will or make CASL a beneficiary         
in your retirement plan (IRA), life insurance policy, or 401K plan. If you have any questions 
about planned giving, please contact Daniel Summins, Director of Development, at      
daniel_summins@CASLservice.org or (312) 791–9846.

Adult Day Service performs a beautiful umbrella dance.

Director of Development and Communications, Dan Summins, welcomes Jade Circle members.

A Child in Need...

CASL’s Child Development Center celebrating Chinese Lunar New Year.

Three-year-old Johnny* was having problems with decreased social interactions, lack of impulse 
control, and frustration tolerance. He was clearly behind other same-age children in his psycho-social 
development. CASL’s dedicated teachers and staff linked the family to pediatric professionals and their 
local Chicago Public School (CPS), to get Johnny the help he needed. He was diagnosed with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder and ADHD Combined Type. 

After receiving therapy services at a local CPS half-day program, Johnny started to progress. The teachers 
in CASL’s Child Development Center helped him develop his social skills. Johnny is now speaking single 
words, and he can follow his teacher’s directions. Now, he likes to smile and hug teachers. 

Your support of CASL helped make Johnny’s growth possible. On behalf of Johnny, his family, and all of 
the “Johnnys” that CASL serves, thank you!

*Johnny is a pseudonym used to protect his privacy


