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Dear CASL Family and Friends...
“Gentrification” is a word I am sure many of you have seen in the news lately.
In Chicago, we associate it with the rapidly changing character of neighborhoods like Pilsen and Logan
Square, where longtime Latino residents have been forced out by rising rents and property taxes. Over the
past few decades, Chinatowns across the country have undergone similar changes. Increased living costs
have pushed longtime residents to other parts of the city, even out to the suburbs, leaving only the remnants
of what once were vibrant immigrant communities.
Such is not the case in Chicago’s Chinatown, which is the only one in the entire nation whose Chinese
population has increased over the past 10 years. Our streets are abuzz with commuters, business owners,
customers, and residents—most of them newly arrived or originally born in China. Many of the individuals I
met and befriended when I first arrived over 45 years ago still live and work here today.
The reasons for this steady growth are many, but not insignificant is the way CASL has adapted to support
our growing and ever-changing community. Our Chef Training Program has helped thousands secure highpaying jobs to help pay for rising rents. Our Housing and Financial Education Department assists dozens of
families every year in making an investment—the purchase of a home which affirms them, undeniably, as
Chinatown residents. CASL Senior Housing provides affordable units for fixed-income seniors hoping to stay
in the neighborhood, surrounded by their language, their food, their friends and family.
As our community has thrived, so has CASL. It has been our honor to live and work alongside this
community—to share in both its struggles and successes—now for over 37 years. And, I hope, for 37 more.
All the best,
					

In This Issue...
CASL in the Community
Senior Art Show Conduit Makes a Statement
Spring Cleaning on World No Tobacco Day

Bernie Wong
CASL President and Co-Founder

CASL Kids to Host 3-Program Open House
Chef Training Fulfills a Critical Need
Event: 27th Annual Dinner Gala
Remembering Sue Ling Gin
by Honoring Helen Wong

CASL | 2141 South Tan Court | Chicago, IL | 60616 | 312.791.0418 | CASLservice.org

CASL in the Community...
Chicago’s Chinatown thrives as others decline

Esther Wong
CASL Executive Director and Co-Founder

Upon the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act that prevented further Chinese immigration, those Chinese who were already
in the U. S. faced overwhelming racism that led to the creation of Chinatowns as ethnic sanctuaries. Over time, and
as racial tensions eased, Chinatowns have become popular tourist destinations. But in the past few decades, most
Chinatowns have been experiencing population deterioration as gentrification, economic downturn, and other
phenomena shape the urban landscape. Chicago’s Chinatown, however, is an exception as its Chinese population
surges past 26,000 residents in the Greater Chinatown Area of Armour Square, Bridgeport, McKinley Park, and
beyond—even as the city’s total population declines.

Our Past
Located in the heart of the country, Chicago was known to be a destination for those Chinese fleeing racism almost
140 years ago—particularly those who could not find solace on the West Coast where the first Chinatowns were
conceived. Established by such West Coast Chinese, the first Chicago Chinatown was located in the Loop and in a
hotbed of seemingly inescapable discrimination as well as economic pressure and overcrowding. But once moved to it’s
current located on the Near South Side, Chicago’s Chinatown proceeded to flourish as a safe bet for incoming Chinese
immigrants. And for the past 37 years of Chicago Chinatown’s one hundred years on the Near South Side, CASL
has been a critical component of Chinatown sustainability—opening its arms and doors to all in need, and actively
engaging the community in sustainability initiatives.

Our Present
Ping Tom Memorial Park, Leonard Louie Fieldhouse, the new Chinatown library, expanded water taxi service, Divvy
bicycle sharing stations, and the new Jaslin Hotel—these are just a few of the recent community enhancements that
economically benefit Chinatown residents and attract the continuous stream of incoming Chinese immigrants seeking
the utmost security and stability. But long before the ground broke on these enhancements, CASL’s total service numbers
swelled over 17,000 people assisted annually. As Chinese immigrants—and others in need—flock to CASL for the
comprehensive services they need to thrive and contribute back to the community, CASL must continue to innovate and be
an active part in planning for the community’s future.

Our Future
Collaboration is critical for the welfare of community organizations such as CASL, and critical for the wellbeing of the
community as a whole. In partnership with the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP), Alderman Danny
Solis, CASL, and other Chinatown organizations, the Coalition for a Better Chinese American Community (CBCAC) has
produced the Chinatown Community Vision Plan—a comprehensive document realizing a dream for a robust future.
Safety, transportation, residential areas, economic development, education and workforce, parks and public spaces,
future developments, and long-term capacity building are integral components of a healthy and sustainable future here
in the heart of Chicago as well as the heart of the country. Visit CASLservice.org/Chinatown to view the plan.
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Senior Art Show Conduit Makes a Statement
Adult Day Service

Winnie_Lam@CASLservice.org
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One of the most fundamental human behaviors is expressing oneself, and so
the therapeutic qualities of making art are being explored by senior programs
across the country. According to an article by USA Today, seniors with
Alzheimer’s disease and other ailments of aging can awaken brain functions
and enhance memory by engaging in artistic activities that allow them to
express their deepest thoughts and emotions. CASL’s Adult Day Service
program—in addition to providing safety, refuge, and companionship for
Chinese seniors—takes the concept of art therapy to another level.
Lanterns, dragons, firecrackers, messages of fortune, and even turkeys—all
intricately made of paper—hung from the ceiling of CASL’s Grand Hall as
Adult Day Service’s Conduit Art Show opened its doors to the public. Over
200 guests enjoyed skill demonstrations, calligraphy souvenirs, and elegant
piano music as they walked through the many displays of healing artwork that
spoke about various concepts the seniors valued. A legacy of industriousness,
memories of family, healthy living, taking root in the United States, peace
and harmony, merging of cultures, instilling virtues, giving thanks, upholding
traditions, embracing individuality, contributing to community—these are just
some of the messages senior artists conveyed through their colorful works of art.
Adult Day Service is much more than the powerful statements its senior artists
make about expressing themselves, taking control of their aging, and living
meaningful lives with dignity. It is a community of strength and friendship that
anchors the CASL Family and spreads its wisdom throughout Chinatown. Visit
them today to enjoy some art therapy, and be forever changed!

Spring Cleaning on World No Tobacco Day
Youth Development Program

Thieu_Dang@CASLservice.org
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CASL Youth and the Coalition for Asian Substance Abuse Prevention
(CASAP) gathered to honor World No Tobacco Day by cleaning up
cigarette waste and other litter throughout Chinatown. Youth were also
encouraged to let their friends and family know about World No Tobacco
Day, and to ask them to give up smoking for at least one day. CASL is
dedicated to the health and safety of our community.
CASL’s Youth Development Program provides a safe, supervised, and
welcoming environment that supports the holistic development of Chinese
immigrant youth 5th to 8th grade. Through academic tutoring, structured
recreation, life skills workshops, parental involvement, and community
service activities, our youth learn leadership skills, experience a sense of
belonging, and are ready to make smart life choices for themselves.
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CASL Kids to Host 3-Program Open House
Child Education and Development Services

Yuling_Wu@CASLservice.org
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Recently re-accredited for its preschool and school age programs, CASL’s Child
Education and Development Services will be hosting an unprecedented 3-program
Open House on July 28th, 2016—welcoming infants, toddlers, school children ages
5 to 12, and their families to experience our holistic early childhood education
programming. Two sessions will be held to give parents and grandparents a chance to
attend; the first during the day from 10:00 to 11:30 am, and the second in the evening
from 4:00 to 6:00 pm. In addition to re-accreditation, CASL’s preschool has yet again
been awarded the ExceleRate Illinois Gold Circle of Quality. Come visit this awardwinning program and staff!
Thirty years of early childhood excellence means three decades of yielding confident,
responsible, English and Mandarin-speaking individuals ready to take on the world
and succeed in global society. Today’s children are tomorrow’s life-saving doctors,
breakthrough scientists, successful employers, and outstanding leaders. Contact us for
more information on our Open House, to enroll your child in CASL’s preschool today,
or donate and invest in the future of your community.

Chef Training Fulfills a Critical Need
Chef Training Program

Chef John Claybrooke teaches culinary
fundamentals and refinements

Graduates prepare and serve hors
d’ouevres at CASL’s May galas

President Bernie Wong proudly offering
hors d’ouevres to Mayor Emanuel

Stacy_Huang@CASLservice.org
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According to an article by Fortune, too many restaurants and unrealistic
career expectations are causing a drought of chefs and culinary
professionals across the country. Moreover, according to an article by the
Chicago Tribune, this drought has long since hit home. Chicago restaurants
are in desperate need of skilled culinary professionals. Yet would-be culinary
trainees are faced with the prospect of staggering tuition costs for a culinary
education—the same as any aspiring professional.
CASL responded to this need 30 years ago when the Chef Training Program
was established to provide 16-week intensive training in food service skills,
kitchen etiquette, and culinary arts. Embracing students of all ages, races,
enthincities, and backgrounds, the Chef Training Program places graduates
in top restaurants and hotels around the city such as: Peninsula Chicago,
Four Seasons, Hyatt Group, Langham Chicago, Hilton Group, and Trump
Tower. It’s never too early to inquire about our next class, and never too late
for a culinary education!

90%

65%

75%

program
completion

placement in
food service

job retention for
at least 6 mo.

$693,000
in annual economic impact
in the form of living wages
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27th Annual Dinner Gala
May 11, 2016

The Field Museum

In the midst of Asian American Heritage Month, CASL treated
friends old and new to a regal experience dining with China’s
First Emperor and His Terracotta Warriors.
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As ten Chicago media personalities expertly worked a celebrity
photo booth, over 600 civic leaders, local philanthropists, and
Info
Contactinto The Field Museum’s chic
esteemed Date
CASL supporters
poured
east entrance
for aexreception
any idendi
other. The
guests
whomin peraturi officipis et aut odi aute non
Apides
etur maunlike
eaquam
offici
beatur
enjoyed an
open bar,nit,
dynamic
networking,
and photos
with
restiossim
temporum
eosae quam,
si iunt.
media celebrities eventuality found themselves beholding the
terracottaRo
warriors
in allenisim
their ancient
splendor.
odipsum
faccaborum
a de ne pe es mostis qui corisque et, que officit iuntur ma
sim ex ex ex et dicti dolo omnis ese pa intus audit pratin pa volupta quibus expliquo qui
netbylatetur
iatendes
sitat. David Cotton,
Co-Chaired
Norman
Bobins,dolorrovit,
Virgina Bobins,
John Rowe, and Michael Tang, the gala raised over $750,000
exeratur
mos et quiatiuntium
ipsaeptae
et omnis doloresti dolestis aut quam et plis
to supportUm
CASL’s
vital community
programs. As
CASL’s children
dolesti
sint
fuga.
Ut
estint
mos
volorem
et
et
enchanted audiences with their “Kung Fu Fan Dance” andpre plaborum verio dolorum venderes excest
bla volorem delit
et in resguests
evelit,enjoyed
simus eati
“Dance ofesequi
the Thousand-Handed
Goddess”,
a rehenissint fuga. Itatios min proreceatis
eveliquae
qui duntium
inus
versper spisquis
ma sum im in eni cus eumqui idicias
multi-course
gourmet maxim
meal among
corporate
executives,
city
si
des
est
volupta
tatistiunt
entibusaero
modigen
ihilibus
seque estemol orerum ea
and state politicians, and local media celebrities. A live auction
soluptae molor repro quo officti officim inisque assit ea doleni aspis molo tem repediant
featured a packaged trip to China to see the terracotta warriors,
escidus, qui audam in nis aut molo vollam volor a iuntet ilis eum harum vid mod ut rectis
and an informative, live “WCASL” newscast courtesy of media
moloratiusda venimpo ssimolore sus quae none liqui di sin nat et harchil il illaboratem
celebrities set the tone for an exciting paddle raise.
abo. Ex es exerumqui tem fugit es soluptas sim is ad et, offic te exceptate cullias plia
nobitia vel ipsapici dollest, utemo id ea consequid et in nonecte cature enis dolor magnis
Michael Ferro,
and CEO
of Merricksanducim
Ventures LLC,
imus Chairman
vellandis modis
eveliquatur,
quidi odi sequae mi, omnienda eum quas in
was presented the Golden Lion award for his excellence as a
philanthropist throughout Chicago.
Many thanks to all who made this year’s gala extraordinary!

Photos by Ana Miyares Photography

Remembering Sue Ling Gin by Honoring Helen Wong
May 11, 2016

The Field Museum

During CASL’s 27th Annual Dinner Gala, the first Sue Ling Gin Award of Excellence was
presented to Helen Wong by David Cotton and John Rowe. While Helen and her family
were exemplary clients who utilized many CASL programs over the decades, Helen is now
an immensely successful attorney in the Division of Financial Practices at the Federal Trade
Commission—specializing in consumer protection laws and financial technologies. Like Sue
Ling Gin, Helen is an advocate for citizen rights, and she is an incredible civic leader. CASL
congratulates Helen on her many achievements!
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